Making the AV Proud 
Tuesday August 19, 2008

Before the Olympics officially began on Aug. 9, two Valley products were already representing the United States this summer in sport. 

Andrea Buckner and Lindsay Lawmaster participated in the High Performance Program, governed by USA Volleyball. 

Both had different roles, though. Buckner attended as a coach and Lawmaster as a player. 

Lawmaster made the most of her selection to the elite squad made up of 13- and 14-year-olds, as the Southern California Red team won the gold in the Girls National Select division on July 27. To win the title, the Southern California Red defeated Iowa, 25-23, 25-19, 25-20. 

"(Lawmaster) did great," Buckner said. "I was really proud of her." 

Buckner, a 1992 graduate of Antelope Valley, was selected as a coach for the Southern California Red team, one of 16 teams that made up the Girls International Youth division. 

While coaching volleyball has been an integral part of her life since she graduated from University of Hawaii, Hilo, the honor of representing her country in an international tournament added a special significance to the Antelope Valley Volleyball Club coach. 

"It was the single-most amazing coaching experience of my life," Buckner said. "Just to work with the best of your country, and to know that you are representing the red, white and blue." 

According to Buckner, the team was assembled, practiced for a week and then competed in the week-long tournament. 

Aside from the challenges of quickly learning individual personalities, styles and strengths of the high-school aged girls, Buckner said that getting used to international rules, the same ones they are currently using in the Olympics, was the most difficult. 

Her team got off to a rough start, losing its two opening matches in pool play, but then jumped back to win six in a row, including the bronze consolation prize, beating Southern California Blue, 25-23, 22-25, 25-18, 25-22. 

Buckner, now a teacher at Antelope Valley, said she will assist the girls team at Lancaster this year. 

Lawmaster and her family have moved to the Santa Clarita Valley where she will attend Valencia High School. 
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