HYAA T-BALL RULES

T-ball is instructional baseball, designed to teach fundamentals of the game, how to swing the bat, how to catch a ball,
how to throw a ball, and how to run bases. The focus of the program shall be on instruction and teaching proper
fundamentals.

I. BATTING

A.

Tee Balls must be used at all times during games and practices. (AD Starr 1 or AD Starr 5 Reduced Injury Factor
or equivalent from other manufacturers such as but not restricted to Baden or Wilson balls only)

All batters will hit the ball from a batting tee. The tee should be adjusted, by a coach, to a height that will allow the
batter to properly hit the ball. Hitting off the tee is mandatory for all players regardless of ability. (Pitching to
batters in a game is not allowed) (Pitching to players in practice is allowed)

All roster players present for the game shall bat in a continuous batting order for the entire game. Should a player
arrive after the game has started, that player will be placed at the bottom of the line up.

There will be no bunting.

The entire roster of players present for the game shall bat in each inning. An inning will be considered over when
all players have batted. The last batter creates a third out situation for any runners on base and the defensive
team should always be made aware of the last batter. Play is stopped when last batter either scores, is
considered retired by any conventional method or when the last batter is forced to stop by the defense or the ball
is returned to the pitcher or any base ahead of the runner. When the last batter is forced to stop by the defense
or the ball is returned to the coach, he will then return to the base he last safely obtained in the next inning

Batting helmets must be worn by all batters, catcher, base runners, and anyone in the batters circle.

The batter must hit the ball at least 10 feet. This distance will be marked on the field by an arc drawn from the
third base foul line to the first base foul line. The ball will be considered dead and cannot be played until it breaks
the plane on the arc.

The pitcher must be positioned inside the pitching circle before the batter will be allowed to swing at the ball.

If the batter hits part of the ball and part of the rubber tee, and the ball travels past the 10 foot arc, it will be
considered a fair ball. If the batter hits the tee and not the ball or if the ball does not travel past the 10 foot arc, it
will be considered a dead ball.

There will be no stealing or leading off of the bases permitted. If a runner leaves the base before the ball is hit, the
ball will be declared dead, all runners will be required to return to the base that they occupied before the play
occurred, and the batter will hit again.

All batters will remain at bat until they hit a fair ball. If a batter cannot hit the ball (After 4 attempts), the batting
coach may assist the batter.

The ball will be declared dead when it is thrown to and controlled by a player in the pitcher’s circle. Play will stop
when the ball is thrown to the pitcher within the 10 inch circle. When play has stopped, all base runners will return
to the base last touched unless they passed the half way mark drawn on the base line before play was stopped.
When this occurs, the runner will be allowed to advance to the next base.

One base will be awarded to a runner on a overthrow to first or third base if the ball goes past the out of play line.

NO BAT THROWING WILL BE ALLOWED. Beginning with the first game of the season each team will be allowed
one warning per game.

No child should swing a bat without a coach’s supervision.

No outs will be recorded on bases. Batters will be allowed to run even after being thrown out to build base
running skills.



Il. FIELDING
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Ten players will be present on the field at one time, including a catcher.

The maximum number of infielders used at any one time is six, including the pitcher and the catcher.
The maximum number of outfielders used at any one time is four.

The maximum number of innings that any player will be allowed to be pitcher is one inning per game.

No player will be allowed to play pitcher, first base, short stop, or third base in consecutive innings. These
positions can be played more than one inning per game, but not consecutively.

Coaches are encouraged to switch players from infield to outfield in a way that will help to develop the players’
ability to relate to the ideas of “the cutoff man” and “the backup player”.

o NOTE: REMEMBER TO ROTATE ALL PLAYERS each time your team takes the field. This will assure
all players equal playing time at all positions.

Infielders must play behind the base line which runs from the point where the leading corner of third base meets
the third base line to the point where the leading corner of first base meets the first base line. The exception to
this rule is the third baseman and the first baseman, which may play slightly in front of this line.

Outfielders must play in the outfield grass or 15 feet behind the infield base lines, whichever is lesser.

Fielders should be encouraged to throw the ball and not roll or run the ball in an effort to get the runner out or stop
the play.

If sufficient players from one team are not available, players from the opposing team may be assigned to the team
for the game to bring the roster of each team up to the minimum.

It is the object of this division to give all players equal playing time. In order to achieve this, no player shall be on
the bench for more than one inning per game.



lll. COACHING

A. Two defensive coaches will be stationed beyond the infielders in order to provide instruction to all defensive
players while the ball is in play. When the ball is not in play the defensive coach may be stationed anywhere on
the field.

B. A first base coach and a third base coach will be used when a player is at bat. The coach may not physically
assist a base runner or interfere with a defensive play.

C. A batting coach will be used to assist the batter. The coach should not assist more than is needed for the batter to
hit the ball. The batting coach will be responsible for removing the batting tee from play once the ball has been hit.
A second defensive coach will be responsible for positioning and coaching the catcher.

D. There will be no defensive coaches at the base lines.

E. Coaches and other adults assisting the team may not use any tobacco or alcohol products during games or
practices.

IV. THE GAME

A. A regulation game is 3 innings or one hour and thirty minutes. If at the end of the one hour twenty minutes, the
teams have not completed 3 innings, the team shall not begin a new inning. The time, not the inning will
determine the end of the game.

B. No jewelry shall be worn by any player, except medical identification.

C. No coach, parent or adult associated with a tee ball team shall keep score.

D. Protests are not permitted.



