


GREATER PITTSBURGH GIRLS SOFTBALL LEAGUE

ASSOCIATION BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I PURPOSE

To promote Girls youth Slow and Fast pitch softball within the Greater Pittsburgh Tri-State area, and to provide 

Inner Association play between the Active & Associate members of the Greater Pittsburgh Girls Softball League.

ARTICLE II OFFICERS

The election of Officers shall be conducted at the Fall ACTIVE membership meeting.  Term of office is 1 year.

Director:   Shall preside at all League meetings.   Set a meeting agenda and conduct the meeting in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order.   The Director shall assign all committees and act as the Committee Chairperson, unless otherwise noted.    The Director shall be empowered to interpret the by-laws and Rules of Play if the inquiry requires immediate response so as to not interrupt the daily operations of the League.    

Assistant Directors: Slow Pitch and Fast Pitch.   Shall perform the duties of the Director in the absence of the Director.    Directors shall also be responsible for the League operations as directed by the ACTIVE membership and or the League Director.

Secretary Treasurer: Shall record the minutes of the meeting, handle league correspondence, and notify members of the meetings and events.  The Secretary Treasurer shall maintain a checking account in name of the GPGSL and shall perform other duties as assigned by the League Director.

ARTICLE III BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Administrative Director: Shall act on all duty assignments as outlined by the Director of the League and/or the Board of Directors of the League.

Board of Directors.   Shall be appointed by the Director of the League to represent each age bracket in Slow and Fast Pitch Softball. Each Board of Director shall be responsible for the daily operations of the age bracket they represent and other duties as assigned by the League Director.  The elected Officers shall also serve as members of the Board.   At the request of the League Director, board meetings will be scheduled to discuss and act upon League business.  Minutes will be taken of all meetings and a report will be given at the next regular scheduled ACTIVE and/or ASSOCIATE membership meeting.

Pittsburgh Power.  A delegate appointed by the President of the Pittsburgh Power will represent the Pittsburgh Power on the GPGSL Board of Directors.

Umpire in Chief(s).   The Umpire in Chief(s) shall be a non-voting member of the Board of Directors.   Participation at all League or Board meetings will be solely in the capacity of an advisor on matters relating to the Umpires duties and assignments.

ARTICLE IV MEETINGS

The Director of the League shall establish all Leagues meeting dates.   League meetings will be conducted under Robert’s Rules of Order.   A quorum of ACTIVE members must be present to conduct League business.   A quorum of ASSOCIATE members must be present to conduct Fall League Business.  A quorum of ACTIVE members and or the Board of Directors may request the Director to call a special League meeting.

ARTICLE V MEMBERSHIP

Applications for membership are available to any Association that sponsors Slow or Fast Pitch Softball and is located within the Greater Pittsburgh Tri-State area.   Applicants shall be required to meet all criteria as set forth in the application process.  Falsified applications will result in the termination of the application process. Athletic Associations may be granted membership as an ACTIVE or ASSOCIATE member of the League. 

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
An ACTIVE member is any Athletic Association that participates in the Spring Slow and/or Fast Pitch program.  Athletic Associations who are applying for ACTIVE membership must submit an APPLICATION to the League Director.   Applications will be read, (but not discussed); at the next regular scheduled ACTIVE membership meeting immediately following the date the application was received.  The application will then be held in deferral until the next scheduled ACTIVE membership meeting for discussion and vote.   Applications for ACTIVE membership must be received no later than February 1st of the current calendar year to be eligible to participate in the Spring Slow or Fast Pitch programs.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

An ASSOCIATE member is any Athletic Association that participates only in the Fall Fast Pitch program.   ACTIVE members may also participate in the Fall Fast Pitch program.  Athletic Associations who are applying for ASSOCIATE membership must submit an application to the League Director.   Applications must be received no later than August15th of the current year to be eligible to participate in the Fall Fast Pitch program.

ARTICLE VI DUES & FEES

Team registration fees will be assessed at $45.00 per team (Spring Season) for all Slow/Fast Pitch Teams.   The exception would be a $25.00 cost per team for the 8 Instructional Slow Pitch Teams. Team registration fees will be assessed at $25.00 per team (Fall Season) for all Fast Pitch Teams.

Team registration fees for ASA and/or NSA will be included in the Spring Season registration fee amount.   The Secretary of the League will register teams in the ASA or NSA chapters where applicable.

ARTICLE VII MEMBERSHIP VOTING RIGHTS

The League shall be managed by a majority vote of the ACTIVE membership.  A quorum of members must be present for voting.   Each ACTIVE member Association will designate a League Representative who is responsible to cast one vote on motions presented at GPGSL meetings.  However, an Active Association will not be permitted to exercise voting rights on an issue involving any age group, league, or style of softball play in which the Active Association does not have a registered team.  The only exceptions would be general motions that are submitted and seconded that have a direct effect on the entire League.

ARTICLE IX RULES OF PLAY

All Playing Rule changes must be submitted in writing to the Director of the League.   The written rule change will be read at the next regular ACTIVE membership meeting immediately following receipt of the written change. The written rule change will be held in abeyance until the next regular ACTIVE membership meeting for discussion and vote. A rule change must be approved by a majority vote of the ACTIVE member Associations.

If it is necessary to adjust an existing rule to provide a consistency in the manner of play, the Board of Directors shall act as the governing body to review and recommend any alteration to the existing rule.   Said change will be in effect only for the remainder of the affected season of play.   The rule change will then be read and discussed at the next regular ACTIVE membership meeting for final approval.

ARTICLE X   LEAGUE ROSTERS

Each Team Manager will be required to submit a Team Roster to the Administrative Director.   Roster due dates will be set each spring and Fall Season by the Director of the GPGSL.   

ARTICLE XI GRIEVANCES/PROTESTS 

The League Director shall appoint a Grievance/Protest Committee to conduct investigations of all Grievances/Protests filed by an ACTIVE and/or ASSOCIATE member of the GPGSL.

GRIEVANCES

A grievance shall be defined as a violation or an infringement of League Rules as outlined in the by-laws of the GPGSL.  All grievances filed with the League must be submitted to the Director of the League in writing, be specific in the nature of the grievance, and outline what effect the violation or infringement will have on the GPGSL. 

The Director will review the complainant’s grievance and attempt to resolve the grievance with the grievant.   If the grievance cannot be resolved the grievance will be referred to the Grievance Committee for investigation and recommendation. 

All Committee findings will be reported to the Board of Directors and/or the ACTIVE membership at the next regular scheduled League meeting. 

PROTESTS

The current GPGSL Slow and/or Fast Pitch Rules of Play or ASA - NSA Rules of Play, shall define protest as a game violation as defined. 

All protests must be filed within 48 hours to the Director of the League.  All protests must be submitted in writing, be specific in nature, and shall be subject to a $25.00 protest fee. 

The Director will review the complainant’s protest and attempt to resolve the protest with the parties involved.  If the protest cannot be resolved the protest shall be referred to the Protest Committee for investigation and recommendation.

Should the protest be ruled in favor of the complainant, the $25.00 protest bond will be refunded.   Should the protest be ruled against the complainant, the $25.00 protest bond will not be refunded and the fee retained by the League and deposited by the Secretary/Treasurer.  

ARTICLE XII AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LAWS

Amendments to the By-laws must be submitted in writing to the League Director.    Amendments submitted will be read at the next regular scheduled ACTIVE Association membership meeting.    The requested change will then be held in abeyance until the next regular scheduled ACTIVE Association membership meeting.  At that time a discussion and vote on the by-law change will be held.    The by-laws of the Greater Pittsburgh Girls Softball League can only be amended by a 2/3 vote of the ACTIVE Association Membership.  




