Introducing CPYHA Club Hockey…

What is it? 

A local, recreational, informal hockey league for young athletes who would like to experience the game of ice hockey without all the time commitment, travel and expense normally associated with youth hockey. 

Who can participate? 

Anyone born from 1995 to 2002 not already affiliated with a youth hockey team for the 2011-2012 season.  (Note that we already have a rec hockey option for younger kids – the CPYHA mite and mini-mite programs.  Also, girls and boys are welcome, though it’s worth noting we also have a 12U rec/travel team for girls). 

If you have hockey experience, that’s great.  If you are brand new to hockey, welcome aboard. 

Are there exceptions? 

Yes.  Our goal is to have as few rules as possible.  We’ll basically allow anything that won’t get us in trouble or spoil it for others.  For example, if you’re registered with another youth hockey organization, NYS hockey association will get mad at us.  Or if you’re a defensive lineman at Penn State, it might scare the other kids.  Outside of that, we’ll try to accommodate everyone we can. 
What will I need for equipment? 

For safety reasons, everyone will need full equipment (skates, helmet with mask, shoulder pads, etc., etc.).  You don’t necessarily have to go out and buy it all new - used equipment serves the purpose perfectly well.  In fact, many of us have lots of extra gear we’d be happy to have you take off our hands.  On Saturday, October 22 we are planning an equipment swap in the lobby of the Clifton Park Arena.  Anyone who has extra stuff should come drop it off, and anyone who is playing Club Hockey and needs gear can take what they need.  We are having a free “try hockey” event so that kids can skate that same day if they like. 
Is hockey a violent sport?  

Hockey does involve some physical contact, but there will not be any checking allowed at any age in this league.  Also, we’ll do our best to divide the kids up based on age, size and ability (most likely an “older” and “younger” division – but we’ll come up with better names).  
How often will they skate? 

Typically twice a week.  One practice on a weeknight (we’ll combine teams and have stations focusing on various skills) and a game on the weekend.  About one hour each. 
Will we have to travel? 

No.  This is entirely an in-house league.  All ice time is planned at the Clifton Park Arena (it’s possibly that we may have to use another local rink such as Union at some point, but only on an exception basis).  
How long will the season last? 

There will be two sessions.  We have decided to name them “The First Session” and “The Second Session”.  (We’re on a shoestring marketing budget).  The First Session is November through December and The Second Session is January through February. 
Will I have to remortgage my house? 

No. The goal is to keep this is inexpensive as possible.  We’ll use volunteer referees.   The only expenses will be the cost of the ice (which, granted, is a bit expensive) and a jersey.   The cost per player will be $150 per session (roughly $10 for each time on the ice) plus a one time $33 registration with USA Hockey (that provides insurance).  We will discount the cost $25 for each additional sibling.  Yes, it’s compounding so by the 7th kid it’s actually free.  (We may ask for a blood test though).  If we get strong numbers and, as a result, are fortunate enough to have a surplus, we’ll apply discounts to returning players for the second session. 
All that said, have you seen the rates on a 30 year fixed lately?  They’re pretty tempting. 

Can I just dump my kid at the door or do I actually have to do something? 

First of all, if you wouldn’t leave your child home alone, probably not a good idea to leave him/her alone at the rink.  Second, we’d actually really appreciate your help.  It’s going to take some volunteers to coordinate the logistics, help with the kids on the ice, etc.  We can’t pull it all off without you.   Please indicate your interest on the attached form. 
What outcomes are expected from this program? 

Exercise and exposure to team sports is of course a great thing for kids – the more the better.  We will work to teach them hockey and skating skills, albeit in a very relaxed environment.  If this results in someone falling in love with hockey and wanting to play on a travel team in the future, that’s great.  If they are a basketball player who has always wanted to just give it a try, welcome aboard.  If you try it and after a session it’s not your thing, no problem.  Many of us have found hockey to be a wonderful game and even a lifelong passion.  We just want to make it accessible to more kids. 

Will there be a playoff, a trophy and a huge party at the end?

No idea.  Seriously, did you not yet notice that we’re just making this stuff up as we go?  
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All things considered, the following kids are more than likely to participate:
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We realize that you’re just getting this off the ground and could probably use some help.  The following adults would consider volunteering in some way. 
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Please copy this text and email it to:  CliftonParkClubHockey@gmail.com
We will get back to you with additional details.

