Q:  What does a re-classification mean for CPYHA?
A:  CPYHA has done an incredible amount of good work in creating a safe, enjoyable environment for all our players, from our Rec division of Club Hockey, to our Girls program, to our Mites and Mini-Mites, and for all of our A, B and C level teams.  During this process, our numbers have continued to grow.  CPYHA, by re-classifying, is trying to be pro-active with the shape and scope of our growth, by looking towards the future of our program, and by following the guidelines for development from USA Hockey and the American Development Model.  By USA Hockey standards of size and by the types of programs that we are and will be offering, reclassifying satisfies these criteria.

Q:  What does a re-classification mean for the B and C level teams?
A:  A re-classification will not have a profound impact on our B and C level teams.  CPYHA takes pride in all our teams, and we will continue to dedicate ourselves and offer the same great B and C level programs that we currently offer and have offered in the past.  Higher projected retention numbers at the Squirt and Pee Wee levels will allow us to provide stronger, more balanced teams at the B and C levels, will make us more competitive in the Tech Valley Hockey League, and will provide our players with even better opportunities to grow and love the game. 

Q:  Will a move to re-classification affect the Mini-Mite Program?
A:  No, re-classification will have no effect on the Mini-Mite program except for possibly a small uptick in Mini-Mite registrations.

Q:  Will a move to re-classification affect the Mite program?
A:  No, re-classification will have no effect on the Mite program except for possibly a small uptick in Mite registrations.

Q:  Will a move to re-classification affect the Girls program?
A:  No, the Girls program has its own set of rules under USA Hockey and NYSAHA.  Girls teams that are tournament bound are able to declare on a team-by-team basis each year whether or not they would like to compete at a Tier I or Tier II Tournament-bound level.  Reclassifying will have no effect on the Rec (12UB) team as well, and it is possible that the Girls program may also see a small uptick in registrations.

Q:  Will a move to re-classification affect the Club Hockey program?
A:  No, re-classification will have absolutely no effect on the Club Hockey program.  We will continue to offer the same great program next year.



Q:  Will a move to re-classification affect the Squirt division?
A:  No.  Beginning with the 2012-2013 Season, there will no longer be any post-season State Tournaments at the Squirt level.  Therefore, a change in our classification will have no effect on the Squirt level.  We are projecting that our Squirt retention numbers (players who remain with CPYHA throughout Squirts) will grow on account of this change.


Q:  Will a move to re-classification affect the Pee Wee division?
A:  Yes, the Pee Wee Division will be affected by a move to Tier I.  Although beginning with the 2012-2013 Season there will no longer be a National Tournament at the Pee Wee level, for the short-term future there will still be a State Tournament.  By re-classifying, our Tournament-Bound Pee Wee team will compete at Sectionals at the Tier I level, not the Tier II, and if they advance, they would advance to the State Tournament at Tier I, not Tier II.  By re-classifying, we are projecting that our Pee Wee numbers and our retention numbers will increase, which will give us a stronger pool of players at the Tournament-Bound level to field a team from, making for a very competitive Tournament-Bound Pee-Wee team.


Q:  Will a move to re-classification affect the Bantam division?
A:  Yes, the Bantam Division will be affected by a move to Tier I.  By re-classifying, our Tournament-Bound Bantam team will compete at Sectionals at the Tier I level, not the Tier II, and if they advance, they would advance to the State Tournament at Tier I, not Tier II.  As we have done for the past few years concerning Tournament Bound teams at the Midget level, CPYHA will begin to determine on a year-by-year basis whether or not our Bantam A team or our Dynamo Major team will be participating in the post-season tournaments.

Q:  Will a move to re-classification affect the Midget Division?
A:  Yes and no.  By re-classifying, our Tournament-Bound Midget teams will compete at Sectionals at the Tier I level, not the Tier II, and if they advance, they would advance to the State Tournament at Tier I, not Tier II.  
There will be no effect on our 18U Eagles team, as this team is traditionally not tournament-bound and competes in the NEMHL (North East Midget Hockey League).  Our Tournament-Bound team at this level has been our 18U Dynamo team, which has advanced to Nationals for the past three seasons.  
In years that CPYHA fields a 16U Before-and-After and/or a 16U Full-Season team (which is dependent upon numbers), either this team or the Dynamo 16U team will take the Tournament Bid.  CPYHA will determine on a year-by-year basis whether or not our Eagles 16U team or our Dynamo 16U team will be participating in the post-season tournaments.

Q:  Will a move to re-classification affect the Dynamo program?
A:  Yes, a change in classification will benefit the development and movement of our Dynamo players. Clifton Park Dynamo is based on developing players on and off the ice.  While internally the program will remain the same, "moving up" opportunities for players will increase in what has always been a long and arduous journey.
