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President’s Message  
From Steve Hawes  - After a number of years of serving as our leader, Ed Kommers has stepped down 
as President of Northwest Seattle Little League in order to devote more time to other activities.  The 
Board of NW Seattle LL and Steve Hawes, our new President, would like to thank Ed for his past and 
continued efforts with our Little League, especially during his last few years as our President.  As a 
coach, umpire, and board member since 2003, including our President since 2006, Ed has been a great 
advocate for our kids and for our program, has worked tirelessly, and has done a fantastic job.  Ed has 
been a great leader and our league is on solid ground because of him.  We’re hoping he will remain 
available to us in this year of transition (and for much longer if we can convince him!). 

Juniors All-Star Team wins District 8 Championship!  
 
A huge Northwest Little League 
highlight of 2008 was our Juniors 
All-Star Team that won the 
District 8 Championship, earning 
them a spot in the State 
Tournament in Mount Vernon.  
Northwest LL did it the hard way, 
winning the double elimination 
tournament through the loser’s 
bracket and beating Ballard LL 
11-10 in the exciting finale.  In 
all, NWLL went 7-1 in the 
tournament, outscoring 
opponents 79-36.   
 
Congratulations to all of the 
players and to Manager Mark 
Smithsund and coaches Carson 
Lemmen and Ted Webb for 
leading the team.  

Umpire Volunteers needed 
Little league is volunteer activity and that philosophy applies to umpires. Paying umpires is expensive 
and many paid umps do not even know the specific Little League rules.  However, every year we have to 
encourage parents to sign up for umpiring.  Umpiring is a great way to enjoy the sport of baseball or 
softball. It is easier to get started especially if you don’t have the time or skills for coaching. Training is 
offered at the district and league levels. We can even place an experienced umpire with you to get you 
started.  Our website allows umpires to sign up for the games they want and our league furnishes each 
team with gear and umpires can get personal gear if they become a regular.  Additionally, District 8 is 
providing evening classroom training sessions regarding Little League rules in early March at Shorewood 
cafeteria and will be setting up field clinics as well.  See the District 8 umpires website for more 
information http://www.d8umpires.org or contact our new Umpire in Chief, Jeff Spaulding (206) 782-1202 
for more information.  Try it!  You’ll like it! 
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Renovation of Soundview Fields 
You may have noticed the construction during late summer 
and early fall at Soundview ball fields 3 and 4.  Last year 
Northwest Seattle Little League and Seattle Department of 
Parks & Recreation were awarded a $75,000 King County 
Youth Sports Facility matching grant to upgrade backstops, 
wing fences, dugouts and field surfaces.  We owe a big 
thank you to Ed Kommers for locating the grant source and 
assisting Mark Smithsund with submitting the 2006 
application. Mark resubmitted the grant in 2007 and has 
managed the project in 2008 for NWSLL.  The new 
structures are complete except for the dugout roofs which 
along with bleachers and new field surfacing must be 
provided by NWLL as our match towards the grant.  The attached fundraising letter details the cost of the 
remaining work. Please include a donation with your registration or send a check separately. We all look 
forward to playing on the new fields this coming spring!  Look for details of our field dedication ceremony 
and opening day jamboree on our website soon: http://www.eteamz.com/NWLittleLeague.org 

Volunteers and Board members needed 
Our league is possible because of volunteers.  Due to a transition of a number of key volunteers, we are 
in need of some new members, especially those with young players in our league.    
 
Besides coaching and umpiring, there are a number of board positions open.  Keep in mind there is a job 
for everyone no matter how much you know about baseball or softball.  Our community needs you so 
that we can offer baseball and softball to 350 kids in our area.  Please contact League President Steve 
Hawes at (206) 789-1411 if you are interested in coaching, being an umpire, helping out at the Spaghetti 
Feed or League Picnic, or joining the board. 
 
Board Member:   Rookie and Minor league level parents are especially needed to join the board. This is 
your league and it is important to learn the ropes before experienced people graduate off the board.  
Many of the current board members have older children in the league, so we need an influx of energy 
and new ideas from parents of our younger players!  Contact any board member and come visit with us 
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at one of our monthly meetings (currently the 2nd Monday of each month at Whitman Middle School) to 
see what fun we have! 
 
Treasurer:   Steve Hawes managed this position last year, but since he is our new President, we need 
another individual to step and take this position. The job duties include keeping our budget, depositing 
money, paying bills and keeping up with our non-profit paperwork.  This effort can be spread out over the 
year.  
 
Registrar:  This individual will collect registrations and manage our team rosters.  This year, we would 
like to thank Brady Smithsund, an 8th grader and longtime NWSLL player, who has volunteered to collect 
registration forms.  The busy time will be January through March.  For next season, we are also looking 
into online registration as a way to minimize the workload of this position. 
 
60-foot diamond scheduler :  Mark Brown, our former Umpire-in-Chief and field scheduler has retired. 
Thanks for all of your work over the years, Mark!  Mark has set up an excel format that will be much 
easier for someone to learn and apply. The busy time is generally late February and March. If you are 
able to manage Excel spreadsheets, please apply for this job! 
 
Equipment Manager and Purchasing Agent : Mike Foor and Ed Kommers enjoy this job but its time to 
train someone new. Mike and Ed have set up an organized storage system and Purchase Order process. 
If you enjoy baseball and softball equipment then sign up to be our apprentices.  If you can contribute 
your electronic paperwork skills and prepare purchase orders and logs then this is one way you can 
contribute to the league.  

Spaghetti Dinner co-chairs needed 
The Spaghetti Dinner is our major fund raising event for the year and is one of the reasons we have 
some of the lowest registration fees in the district.  Catherine Weatbrook, Marti Smithsund and Kim 
Kommers have organized the NW Seattle Little League Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser for a number of 
years and are interested in training new co-chairs.  If you are interested in helping to organize this one 
day event (a non-board position and the major fund-raiser for our league) please let us know.  It’s a great 
community event! 

RealNetworks Foundation Grant   
 

Northwest Little League has been awarded an Employee Volunteerism Grant in 
the amount of $1000 from RealNetworks.  A big thank-you goes to new board 
member Jeff Spaulding for nominating Northwest Little League for this grant.  

Crown Hill Park Development 
Many of our kids started their baseball careers at the Crown Hill field. We supported the Pro Parks levy in 
2000 and were excited when it passed because it included an upgrade to the Crown Hill field that 
accommodates our 6-8 rookie leagues, one of the few in local little league programs. The project stopped 
in its tracks when the Seattle School Districts announced that it would sell the Crown Hill site as surplus. 
Many of us on the NWSLL board have attended meetings and sent letters to encourage the continued 
development of this park.  We are happy to announce that the City of Seattle has recently agreed to 
purchase the open area portion of the property, and with the passing of Proposition 2, there are $1.2 
million in funds earmarked to continue with development plans of the land as a park, including adding 
two youth soccer fields and improving the baseball field.   
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The NW 
Seattle LL 
Board would 
like to 
recognize 
Catherine 
Weatbrook 
and the rest 
of the Crown 
Hill Project 
working 
group, for 
their 
dedication to 
these 
continued 
efforts.   
 

Updates and additional information are available through www.CrownHillNeighbors.org.  

Temporary Fire Station at Crown Hill Park 
Crown Hill Fire Station 35, located on 15th Ave NW, is being upgraded.  As a result, the 
firefighters/rescue squad will be operating out of a temporary facility to be built on the Holman Road edge 
of the current Crown Hill baseball field.  Construction is slated to begin in early 2009.  We have worked 
with the City of Seattle to ensure that the baseball field will continue to be available for use by our 6-8 
year old Rookie Leaguers while they renovate the Fire House. 

Current Northwest Seattle Little League Board Membe rs 

Please thank these board members when you get an opportunity.  Their work allows 350 kids in our 
community to play baseball and softball. 
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